102                            Viscount Halifax

to express their pain and surprise that a man professing his prin-
ciples should encourage horse-racing and betting. To them
Halifax would reply with perfect courtesy that he only wished
his house were twice as large, so that he could entertain twice as
many people. Actually, the racing bored him, but once more it
was indispensable to the picture, and the Leger would not be
quite the Leger without a party from Hickleton; let alone a fear
that if he once gave up attending some interloper would cap-
ture his window on the stand. On one occasion he was so bored
by the racing that he abandoned his party and set out, in his top
hat and best clothes, to walk back to Hickleton. On the way he
fell in with two ragged boys, whose conversation so diverted
him that he took diem back with him to the house; and his
guests, on their return, found the three of them consuming
buns in the pantry.

This, if evidence of hospitality to strangers, was a slight lapse
from his canons of the duty of a host. Halifax was almost ex-
travagantly solicitous for the comfort and entertainment of his
guests. The modern, rather haphazard house-party, in which
various amusements are provided and the guests are left to
choose their own, would have appeared to him bad manners.
From the moment when his friends entered under his roof, he
devoted himself entirely to their entertainment, planning and
organising it to the last detail. A visitor arriving in the late
afternoon would be pressed to eat an egg with his tea; and if he
looked a little jaded after his journey, Halifax would insist upon
reviving him with champagne at dinner. A certain lady who
came to stay asked to be given a large bedroom, with a room
next door to it in which her maid might sleep. This was at once
arranged. *And at what time would you like your breakfast?'
asked Halifax. *At exactly five minutes to eight. And I would
like some kidneys and bacon.' This wish was expressed after ten
o'clock at night, when further provisioning was likely to